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planets, lunar mansions and stars stands fastened.  It survives
even those who live for a whole day of Brahma and the stars pre-
sided over by Dharma, Agni, Kasyapa and the seven Rishis, the
Venus and other stars too revolve round it, ever keeping it to
their right. When your father retires to the forest after handing
over the earth, you will rule over the globe for a period of thirty-
six thousand years, firmly established in righteousness and with
your senses unimpaired. Again, when your half-brother, Uttama
loses his life in a hunting expedition, his mother will enter a forest
fire while searching for him in the forest, he being the only subject
of her thought.

" Therefore, worshipping Me through a number of sacrifices
and having enjoyed true blessings in this life, you will ultimately
fix your thoughts on Me. Thereby you will ascend to my abode
which is above all other spheres and is situated even higher than
the seven Rishis (the Ursa Major) attaining to which one does
not return. Beyond the region where sunlight, moonlight or stars-
light shines, where fire does not burn, the Lord said Dhruva would
exist."

Thus glorified and having promised to him His own realm,
the Lord, who bears the emblem of Garuda on His banner, rose
to His own abode, while the child stood gazing.

The points to be noted here are that Dhruva, the true devotee
of god, had the wisdom to resort to the lotus-feet of Vasudeva.
He propounded the philosophy of attaining material and spiritual
prosperity by reciting the Mantra containing 12 letters.   But
Dhruva had a purpose to serve. He wanted to win a Kingdom
and material success by his prayer. In this respect Prahlada excels
him. Prahlada was trampled by elephants and subjetced to suffering.
Praises of Lord Narayana were continuously on his lips. He
had .no ambition to achieve by praying to Lord Narayana. He
only wanted to demonstrate to his father Hiranyakasipu the glory
of Lord Narayana.

PRAHLADA.

Hiranyakasipu, the king of Daityas, was at the height of
his glory and power. He had inborn hatred for God Vishnu
because his brother Hiranyaksha had been killed by him. He